
https://youtu.be/WrfPvuNUBg8
https://youtu.be/WrfPvuNUBg8


THE PRESIDENCY OF 

THOMAS JEFFERSON



POLITICAL BELIEFS

ÔñThe government which governs least, governs best.ò

ÔStrongly favored States Rights as opposed to a strong national 

government

ÔBelieved in a strict construction, or strict interpretation, of the 

US Constitution

ÔWanted to end all taxes of any kind paid by U.S. citizens



ACCOMPLISHMENTS PRIOR TO BEING ELECTED 

PRESIDENT #3

ÔWrote the first draft of the Declaration of Independence

ÔWrote the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom

ÔCreated the University of Virginia

ÔServed as an ambassador to Europe from the United 
States  



THE ELECTION OF 1800

ÔAdamswould have won re-election, perhaps easily, had 

Alexander Hamilton not split the Federalist Party 

https://youtu.be/BDue_xIphv0
https://youtu.be/Y_zTN4BXvYI


ODD BEGINNINGS

Ô TRIED TO FIX ELECTION BUT TIED WITH 

AARON BURR

Ô36 VOTES REQUIRED TO BREAK THE TIE.

ÔNEEDED HAMILTON TO COME TO HIS AID

ÔBURR BECOMES VICE-PRESIDENT: 

ÔNO LOVE LOST BETWEEN JEFFERSON AND HIM

ÔANGERED BY HAMILTONôS INVOLVEMENT

ÔFIRST PRESIDENT INAUGRATED IN WASHINGTON D.C.

ÔWHITE HOUSE STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION

ÔCAPITOL BUILDING: ONLY OTHER BUILDING IN TOWN

ÔHELPED DESIGN THE CITY

ÔJOHN ADAMS DOES NOT ATTEND

https://youtu.be/kIgyxFZBRsI
https://youtu.be/3HbcMxXW3RA
https://youtu.be/qmq_NTBkzRk


FALLOUT FROM THE ELECTION OF 1800

ÔThe messed up election pointed out the need 

for a Constitutional amendment regarding the 

Presidential election process.

ÔThe 12th Amendment modified the 

Constitution so that the President and the 

Vice-President are elected using separate 

ballots.



AS HIS FIRST TERM BEGINS
Ô FEDERALISTS ARE FEARFUL OF ANOTHER REVOLUTION

Ô JEFFERSON TURNS THE TABLES

Ô ñWE ARE ALL REPUBLICANS, WE ARE ALL FEDERALISTSò

Ô MAKES SOME SURPRISING CHANGES

Ô CUTS MILITARY SPENDING

Ô CUTS ARMY FROM 4000 TO 2500

Ô CUTS NAVY FROM 25 TO 7 SHIPS

Ô REDUCES NATIONAL DEBT FROM $83 MILLION TO $45 MILLION

Ô CUTS INTERNAL TAXES

Ô GOVERNMENT INCOME CONSISTED OF TARIFFS AND SALE OF WESTERN LANDS

Ô LET THE ALIEN AND SEDITION ACTS EXPIRE.

Ô MARBURY V. MADISON : DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT

Ô FIGHT AGAINST ADAMSô MIDNIGHT JUDGES

Ô ESTABLISHED JUDICIAL PRECEDENT

If a law is judged to be unconstitutional, or goes against the U.S. Constitution, then the law 
ceases to be a law.

https://youtu.be/hOvsZyqRfCo


ANOTHER EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENT 

ÔAppointed Albert Gallatin as Secretary of the Treasury (Swiss 

Immigrant)

ÔBUSINESSMAN

ÔPROFESSOR

ÔPOLITICIAN

ÔLONGEST SERVING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

(1801-1814)

ÔHAMILTONôS BIGGEST HEADACHE



LITTLE KNOWN FACTS WORTH KNOWING

Ô AUTHORED DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Ô FOREMOST SPOKESMAN FOR DEMOCRACY

Ô CHAMPION OF BOTH RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL FREEDOM

Ô KEPT OVER 200 SLAVES

ÔFREED 5 IN HIS LIFETIME PLUS TWO THAT ESCAPED (HE DID NOT TRY TO 

CAPTURE THEM).

Ô ñJEFFERSONIAN DEMOCRACYò

Ô MAJORITY OF PEOPLE MUST GOVERN THEMSELVES.

Ô KEEP THE GOVERNMENT SIMPLE AND FREE OF WASTE.

Ô ALWAYS ATE AT A ROUND TABLE USUALLY WITH NO MORE THAN 14 PEOPLE

Ô THE TABLE ENCOURAGED SOCIAL INTERACTION



LITTLE KNOWN FACTS WORTH KNOWING #2

Ô HAD A PET MOCKINGBIRD

Ô WAS A ENTHUSIASTIC ARCHEOLOGIST

ÔHAD THE FOSSIL OF A 40 MILLION YEAR OLD  MASTADON  DELIVERED TO THE 

WHITE HOUSE.

Ô SOLD 6500 BOOKS TO THE LIBRRY OF CONGRESS AFTER THE BRITISH RANSACKED 

IT IN THE WAR OF 1812.

Ô DIED ON THE SAME DAY AS JOHN ADAMS IN 1826 (FOURTH OF JULY!)  

Ô50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

ÔA FEW HOURS BEFORE ADAMS



LITTLE KNOWN FACTS WORTH KNOWING #3

Ô INVENTED THE DUMBWAITER TO REDUCE DISTRACTIONS AND KEEP THE 

CONVERSATIONS GOING WITHOUT INTERFERENCE BY SERVANTS.

Ô HIS MOCKINGBIRD WOULD FOLLOW HIM WHEN HE WENT UPSTAIRS TO TAKE A 

NAP, SIT ON THE COUCH AND LULL HIM TO SLEEP WITH SONG.

Ô HE WAS BOTH A GRANDFATHER AND GREAT -GRANDFATHER.

Ô KEPT GRIZZLY BEARS RECEIVED FROM THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION ON 

THE WHITE HOUSE GROUNDS.

Ô ONLY TWO OF HIS SIX CHILDREN SURVIVED TO BE ADULTS.



NEAT STUFF JEFFERSON DID

Ô HE WAS 

Ô A VIOLINIST

Ô ARCHITECT

Ô FARMER

Ô SCHOLAR

Ô HORSEMAN

Ô INVENTOR

MOLDBOARD PLOW

POLYGRAPH MACHINE FOR 

COPYING DOCUMENTS

WHEEL CIPHER TO ENCODE AND DECODE MESSAGES



AND LETôS NOT FORGET THESE GEMS

Ô MACARONI MAKING MACHINE

Ô THE SWIVEL CHAIR!

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mcc&fileName=027/page.db&recNum=0&itemLink=D?mcc:1:./temp/~ammem_0G84::@@@mdb=manz,eaa,aaeo,aaodyssey,hh,gottscho,bbpix,bbcards,magbell,berl,lbcoll,cdn,cic,cwnyhs,cwar,consrvbib,coolbib,coplandbib,curt,dag,fsaall,aep,fine,fmuever,dcm,cmns,cowellbib,toddbib,afcnyebib,lomaxbib,ngp,gottlieb,alad,mffbib,mcc,mymhiwebib,aipn,afcwip,fawbib,omhbib,pan,vv,wpapos,psbib,pin,presp,qlt,ncr,afc911bib,mesnbib,denn,runyon,wtc,detr,upboverbib,varstg,horyd,hawp,suffrg,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,awh,awhbib,sgproto,wright
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mcc&fileName=027/page.db&recNum=0&itemLink=D?mcc:1:./temp/~ammem_0G84::@@@mdb=manz,eaa,aaeo,aaodyssey,hh,gottscho,bbpix,bbcards,magbell,berl,lbcoll,cdn,cic,cwnyhs,cwar,consrvbib,coolbib,coplandbib,curt,dag,fsaall,aep,fine,fmuever,dcm,cmns,cowellbib,toddbib,afcnyebib,lomaxbib,ngp,gottlieb,alad,mffbib,mcc,mymhiwebib,aipn,afcwip,fawbib,omhbib,pan,vv,wpapos,psbib,pin,presp,qlt,ncr,afc911bib,mesnbib,denn,runyon,wtc,detr,upboverbib,varstg,horyd,hawp,suffrg,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,awh,awhbib,sgproto,wright


AUTHORIZED THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE ($15 

MILLION/ 3 CENTS PER ACRE)

https://www.stratalogica.com/NystromDigital/maps.html
https://www.stratalogica.com/NystromDigital/maps.html


HOW DID THAT HAPPEN?
Ô FRANCE BEGAN EXPLORING RESGION IN 1600ôs

Ô BY MID -18TH CENTURY FRANCE CONTROLLED AREA FROM NEW ORLEANS TO THE 

GREAT LAKES AND PRESENT-DAY MONTANA.  (MORE THAN ANY OTHER POWER).

Ô CEDED TERRITORY WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER TO SPAIN IN 1762

Ô TRANSFERRED THE REMAINING TERRITORY TO GREAT BRITAIN AFTER THE 

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR.

Ô 1800, SPAIN GAVE THE TERRITORY BACK TO FRANCE IN A SECRET DEAL.

Ô IF THE FRENCH OWN THE REGION, PROBLEM FOR US

Ô FRENCH AND INDIANS GOT ALONG WELL: THREAT

Ô BLOCKED WESTWARD EXPANSION BY US CITIZENS

Ô THE US HAD A DEAL WITH SPAIN FOR USE OF NEW ORLEANS (AFTER JAYôS TREATY)

Ô CONCERNED THAT NAPOLEON MIGHT TERMINATE THE DEAL.

Ô NO ACCESS TO NEW ORLEANS WOULD CRIPPLE THE ECONOMY

Ô JEFFERSON SENT A DELEGATION TO FRANCE TO PURCHASE NEW ORLEANS.



AND SO IT GOES:
Ô ROBERT LIVINGSTON DIRECTED TO NEGOTIATE FOR PURCHASE WITH 

TALLEYRAND. 

Ô $2 MILLION FOR THE PORT CITY

Ô JAMES MONROE SENT TO HELP LIVINGSTON: RAISE ANTE TO $10 MILLION

Ô BEFORE HE ARRIVES, THE FRENCH OFFER ALL OF LOUISIANA TO LIVINGSTON

Ô REASONING:

Ô FRENCH CANôT PUT DOWN A SLAVE REBELLION IN HAITI

Ô PREPARING FOR WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN

Ô FEARFUL OF BRITISH BLOCKADE OF FRANCE

Ô FRANCE IS IN A TOUGH ECONOMIC TIME: NEED CASH TO FIGHT BRITAIN.

Ô BUT!!!

Ô SPAIN HAD DEMANDED THAT FRANCE GAIN THEIR APPROVAL BEFORE ANY SALE.

Ô SPAIN DID NOT WANT THE US TO GET THE TERRITORY.

Ô FRANCE TURNS OVER NEW ORLEANS TO US ON 20 DECEMBER 1803.



CONUNDRUM FOR JEFFERSON

Ô PURCHASE IS NOT THE DEFINITION OF ñSMALLò GOVERNMENT

Ô CONSTITUTION DOES NOT SPECIFY THAT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH CAN BUY 

TERRITORY

Ô JEFFERSON DOESNôT THINK HE CAN BUY THE LAND

Ô DRAFTED AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION TO MAKE THE PURCHASE LEGAL

Ô CABINET ARGUED AGAINST IT

Ô CONGRESS IGNORED IT

Ô SENATE RATIFIED THE PURCHASE.

Ô COMPROMISES HIS BELIEFS TO AUTHORIZE THE SALE.

Ô IN 1810 DESRIBED THE PURCHASE AS A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT

ÔñIt is incumbent on those who accept great charges to risk themselves on great 

occasions.ò



THE CORPS OF DISCOVERY

Ô JEFFERSONCOMMISSIONED  THE CORPS OF DISCOVERY TO FIND OUT WHAT HE 

BOUGHT

Ô CAPTAIN MERIWETHER LEWIS IN CHARGE

Ô JEFFERSONôS PERSONAL SECRETARY

Ô SELECTS WILLIAM CLARK AS HIS CO -COMMANDER

Ô LONG TIME FRIENDS

Ô DEPART ST. LOUIS ON MAY 14, 1804

Ô STOP IN THE MANDAN VILLAGE FOR THE WINTER OF 1805

Ô ESTABLISH FORT MANDAN

Ô HOW DID THEY MANAGE TO KEEP FROM BEING 

MASACRED BY HOSTILE TRIBES ALONG THE WAY?

CLARK

LEWIS

https://www.history.com/topics/lewis-and-clark/videos/louisiana-purchase?m=528e394da93ae&s=undefined&f=1&free=false
https://youtu.be/oCSzqNfYrIw
https://youtu.be/s5OeLcT2RXs
https://youtu.be/-pqFyKh-rUI

